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SUBJECT: TORRIJOS PREPARED FOR VIOLENCE OVER PANAMA CANAL 

1. DURING PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH ME MAY 7, FORMER 
PRESIDENT FIGUERES SAID HE WAS VERY WORRIED BY ATTITUDE OF 
TORRIJOS AS EXPRESSED DURING EXTENDED CONVERSATION WITH HIM 
APRIL 24 ON PANAMA CANAL QUESTION. FIGUERES SAID TORRIJOS 
IS DETERMINED THAT THERE MUST BE A SETTLEMENT OF THE PANAMA 
CANAL ISSUE NOW, GIVING PANAMA SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE AREA. 
FAILING SUCH AGREEMENT, TORRIJOS SEEMS PREPARED TO ENCOURAGE 
MASS POPULAR DEMONSTRATIONS AND EVEN UNDERTAKE A CAMPAIGN OF 
DIRECT AND VIOLENT ACTION TO FORCE A DECISION. FOR THE TIME 
BEING, TORRIJOS IS SEEKING BROADEST POSSIBLE LATIN 
AMERICAN SUPPORT IN HOPE THIS WILL PERSUADE USG TO REACH 
AGREEMENT AND U.S. CONGRESS TO RATIFY. IF THESE EFFORTS 
FAIL AND AGREEMENT IS NOT REACHED AND RATIFIED PROMPTLY, 
TORRIJOS IS VERY LIKELY TO RESORT TO DIRECTACTION. FIGUERES 
DESCRIBED TORRIJOS AS A MAN WHO WOULD BE WILLING TO MAKE ANY 
SACRIFICE IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE HIS AIMS. HE EXPRESSED HOPE, 
THEREFORE, THAT U.S. WILL BE ABLE TO RESPOND IN SOME 

SATISFACTORY WAY. FIGUERES SAID HE DID NOT SEE HOW ANY 
LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRY COULD FAIL TO SUPPORT TORRIJOS ON 
THIS ISSUE. PROBLEM, THEREFORE, COULD BECOME MAJOR ONE 
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2. FIGUERES ALSO PASSED ON IMPRESSION HE GAINED FROM 
TORRIJOS THAT AMERICAN CIVILIANS LIVING IN CANAL ZONE 
CONSTITUTE MAIOR OBSTACLE TO BETTER U.S. PANAMA RELATIONS. 

HE DESCRIBED THEM AS HAVING WORST SORT OF COLONIALIST 
MENTALITY AND SUGGESTED THATSOONER U.S. COULD BEGIN MOVING 
OUT SOME OF THOSE PERSONS, BETTER IT WOULD BE. 

3. IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION, PGASIDENT ODUBER SAID 
TORRIJOS UNDER GREAT PUBLIC PRESSURE TO CONCLUDE AN AGREE- 
MENT RESTORING PANAMANIAN SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE CANAL ZONE. 
ODUBER SAID TORRIJOS UNDERSTANDS THAT RATIFICATION OF NEW 
TREATY MAY TAKE SOME TIME AND HE IS PREPARED TO WAIT FOR 
THAT PROVIDED THAT AN AGREEMENT IS REACHED AND SIGNED WHICH 
WOULD RELIEVE SOME OF THE PRESSURES. HOWEVER, IF THERE IS 
NOT EVEN AN AGREEMENT WITH EXECUTIVE, THEN TORRIJOS MAY FEEL 
OBLIGED TAKE SOME ACTION TO SATISFY HIS PEOPLE. 

TODMAN 
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